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Year of. 
THE ALPINE CLUB OBITUARY : Election. 

Bois de Chesne, Alberta. (Hon. Mem.) • 1948 
Lipscomb, G. • • • • • • 1898 
Glover, G. T. • 1901 • • • • • • 

McNaught, W. • • • • • • 1926 
Blow, J. E. • • • • • • 1927 

PERSONAL. We congratulate Colonel John Hunt on the award of a 
knighthood and Mr. Edmund Hillary on a K.B.E. in recognition of the 
outstanding triumph on Mount Everest which will always be associated 
with their names. · 

Also Lt.-Col. J. M. L. Gavin, who received in the Coronation 
Honours the O.B.E. for his work in connection with the Norfolk floods 
last winter. 

G. E. MARINDIN (1841-1939)· In A.J. sS. 127, it was suggested that 
Sir Frederick Pollock had probably the longest record of ordinary 
membership of the Club over 69 years. 

I now notice that G. E. Marindin was still longer, namely a full 
71 years, having been elected to the Club in February 1868, and dying 
February 23, 1939· A. 0. Prickard, though two years his junior, was, 
including Honorary Membership, connected with the Club even longer, 
having been elected in December 1866 ; · Hon. Member March 1932 ; 
died May 4, 1939. 

T. s. BLAKENEY. 

ALPS, 1953. · The weather during the 195.3 season was mixed. After 
a very bad start conditions improved at the end of July and for the 
first- half of August, and during this · period there was considerable 
activity by British parties. Some of the more important expeditions 
which have come to our notice are : 

• 

DAUPHINE. 
La Meije, south face direct (as far as the Glacier Carre) two 

parties. 
Aiguille Dibona, south face direct. 
Pie d'Olan, north-west face. 
Les Bans, north-east pilier. 

MoNT BLANc. · 
Pta. Gugliermina, south face ( Gervasutti route). 
Via della Pera. Two parties. 
Route Major. 
Sentinelle Rouge. 

-
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Aiguille N bit€ de Peuterey; south ridge four parties including 
one, H. G. Nicol and P. Vaughan, without bivouac, July 28, I953· 

Aiguille du Plan, Ryan-L~chmatter route at least four parties; 
The old Breilva at least four parties. 
Dent du Crocodile, east ridge two parties. 
Aiguille des Grands Charmoz, north-west ridge integrate. 
Ptei Albert, west face, route Leirtinger three patties. 
Aiguille du Geant, south face two parties. 
Grand J orasses, Tronchey arete. 

PENNINE ALPS 
Monte Rosa, Nordend, via Brioschi. 

BERNESE 0BERLAND 

Bietschhorn, south-east ridge. 
Nesthoril, south-east ridge. 
Salbitschijen, south ridge. 

DOLOMITES 

Cima Grande di Lavaredo, north face. 
. . 

These climbs were all carried out by British gtiideless parties and 
·some of them are referred to in our Expeditions section. 

HIMALAYAS, I953· The yea~ has been one of considerable activity in 
the Himalayas and a number of expeditions, both large and small, have 
been at work. 

Kz. The party, led by Dr. Houston, consisted of seven Americans, 
pne Pakistani, and our own member Captain H. R. A. Streather. 
Captain Streather sends us the_ following note. · 

' Base Camp was set up at about I8,ooo ft. on the Kz Glacier in the 
middle of June. Six Hunza porters were used in the establishment of 
the lower camps as far as Camp III which was set up at about zo,soo ft. 
on the Abruzzi Ridge on. July I o. Above this point the carrying was 
done by members of the expedition. Camp VIII was established at 
about 25,500 ft. on August I, with ten days' reserve of food. All eight 
climbers were still fit and had as~embled at Camp VIII with the object 
of setting up one more camp at about 27,Ioo ft. and mounting the 
assault on the summit from there. At this stage the weather broke and 
storm conditions lasted for ten days, at the end of which time supplies 
were running short. One of the party had been taken ill with thrombo
phlebitis and finally a desperate attempt was made to carry the sick 
man down. After many hours' work the party had descended less than 
400 ft. when one of the climbers slipped. Somehow the ropes became 
crossed and five of the party were dragged off. The belay of the last 

· man, however, held and a serious accident was averted. Several of th·e 
climbers, however, were hurt, inclu~ing Houston who was unconscious. 
The' sick man, Gilkey, was secured to two ice axes ·whilst the others 
worked on the erection of a tent ·on a narrow ice ledge. When they 
returned the sick-man had disappeared ·and there were signs on the 
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slope of an avalanche which had carried him and the anchoring ice axes 
away. The storm continued, but five days later the party reached Base 
Camp battered and frostbitten.' 

We offer our sympathy to the members of the party on the tragic 
outcome of an expedition which, with only a little help from the 
weather, might well have been successful. 

We hope to record a fuller account of this expedition in a later 
number. · 

NANGA PARBAT. We congratulate members of the German-Austrian 
party who were successful in their attempt on Nanga Parbat. The 
guide, Hermann Buhl, reached the summit alone at 7 P .lVI. on July 3. 

We still await a detailed account of the expedition, but in the mean
time are pleased to note that the differences of opinion between 
members of the party reported in the Press were apparently greatly 
exaggerated and have now been amicably settled. 

NuN KuN. A Franco-Swiss party under the leadership of our 
member Bernard Pierre succeeded in climbing Nun Kun in Kashmir 
on August 28. The summit party consisted of Mme. Claude l(ogan 
and M. Pierre Vittoz, a Swiss missionary at Leh. We congratulate 
M. Pierre and his colleagues on their success and hope to publish a more 
detailed account of the expedition in a later number. 

Attempts have also been made on Dhaulagiri by the Akademiker 
Alp en Club, Zurich ; on Manaslu by a Japanese party ; and on A pi 
by our member, W. H. Murray. 

PEARY IN ELLERSMERE LAND. According to The Times (August 28) 
G. Hattersley-Smith whilst ~orking on glaciology in northern Ellersmere 
Land found a cairn placed by Peary on June 8, 1906 together with a piece 
of his flag and a message describing his activities. The flag in question 
was the one used by Peary on his explorations over a number of years, 
one piece of which was planted on what Peary claimed was the North 
Pole in 1909. Hattersley-S~ith also brought back relics of the Nares 
Arctic Expedition of 1875- 76. 

MEMORIAL TO F. S. SMYTHE. In the presence of Mrs. Smythe, who 
had flown out from· England that day, a memorial to F. S. Smythe was 
unveiled on August 23, 1953 in the Alpine Museum at Zermatt. The 
memorial consists of a glass case containing Smythe's hat, crampons 
and other souvenirs. 

Monsieur Egmond D'Arcis was the moving spirit in arranging for 
the memorial, and the ceremony was attended by several members of 
the Alpine Club then in Zermatt Mr. Henry S. Hall, Jr., Sir Arnold 
Lunn, Wing-Commander E. B. Beauman and Mr. H. N. Fairfield. 

AN UNRECORDED ExPEDITION OF MuMMERY's. In A.J. 55· 261, 
Mile. Claire Engel contributes some notes from the Visitors' Books of 
the Hotel Nest u .. Bietschhorn at Ried. On .P· 266 she says, after the 

. . 
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entries for 1884, that there is no ·interesting entry until r889. On 
looking through the books this year, however, I noticed one entry that 
was of decided interest, inasmuch as it concerns Mummery, and I have 
not found it recorded elsewhere. It runs :-

I886. August 16. Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Mummery, Dover. From 
Bel Alp by Beich Grat without guides. · · · 

So far as I know, this is the only evidence of Mummery being in the 
Alps in I886. 

· EARLY DESCENTS OF THE ScHALLIGRAT. One or two enquiries 
having come my way concerning the first descent of this ridge, it may 
be worth correcting an error that has arisen. In Mountains with a 
Difference (p . . 179), as also in On High Hills (5th ed., p. I 19), Mr. 
Winthrop Young has referred to the descent made by him and C. 
Donald Robertson in 1907 (A.J. 25. 133, 142) as being the first. 
This appears to be a misapprehension, as Guido Rey made the first 
descent of the Schalligrat, on September I 3, I 900 ( Rivista M ensile, 
I90I, p. 92 ; S.A.e. Jahrbuch, vol. 37, p. 304). Di.ibi, in the Guide des 
Alpes Valaisannes, vol. Il, ed. I922, p. I66, states this, but later editions 
of the Guide, though giving the authorities quoted by Di.i bi, make no 
actual comment about the climb. There is no room for doubt, however, 
as Guido Rey, in a letter to Farrar (A.J. 34· 333) refers to his descent of 
the Schalligrat in September 1900. 

The second descent, so far as I can trace, 'vas made in September 
1906 by Mr. Howard V. Knox (the second initial is incorrectly given as 
' K ' in A.J. 29. 3 52), with J osef Lochmatter as guide. The entry in 
J osef Lochmatter's fi.ihrerbuch [A. C. archives] merely states, among a 
list of expeditions made, ' W eisshorn, traverse (Descent by Schalli
·grat).' Mr. Young's party probably made the third descent. 

LORD FISHER AND THE ALPs. It is so customary to associate the late 
Lord Fisher of Kilverstone with daemonic and indefatigable energy 
that it is surprising to find from his correspondence recently published 
(Fear God and Dread Nought, ed. by Arthur J. Marder : Jonathan 
Cape, 1952, pp. 129- I31) that the very mildest experience of Switzer
land was too much for him. 

Writing from the Monte Rosa Hotel, Zermatt on September 7, I895 
(when Fisher was aged 54), he says that he has finished vvith rnoun
taineering and is very glad of it, and nothing will ever induce him to go 
up Alpine heights again. [He ·had only been up to the Gorner Grat!] 

The Riffelalp Hotel he thought expensive and, apparently, disappoint
ing. ' A most dull set up there. Two very tall young ladies, one 6 feet 
and the other 6 feet 3 inches, who Mr. Davidson [this vvas Sir Edward 
Davdison, later President of the Alpine Club] said were husbandeering 
and not mountaineering [a very Davidsonian remark, one feels]. He is 
always in the mountains apparently, and says a great many marriages 
come off in these mountain resorts . . . I suppose the places are so 
deadly dull that the young men fall an easy prey! ' 

Q2 
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Writing from Geneva a day or two later, Fisher is still feeling, 
physically and morally, the rigours of the Gorner Grat, and vents his 
dislike upon all things Swiss. Geneva is an overrated place, and does 
not compare with Portsmouth ; ' Mont Blanc, the monarch of the 
Alps, is a fraud, and the lake does not come near Plymouth Sound for 
beauty ... You will never catch me in Switzerland again ! Certainly 
never near a snow mountain ! Marienbad is the only decent place I 
know abroad.'. The Gorner Grat at any rate had not affected the vigour 
of Lord Fisher's epistolary style. 

Sir_ Edward Davidson, in his MS. Diary [A.C. archives] for 1895, 
pp. 151-2, merely speaks of the Fishers coming up to the Riffel Alp on 
September 5, and on the 7th they' left suddenly for England.' 

T. s. BLAKENEY. 
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